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listing or is otherwise disabling. We determine the onset of your disability based on the facts of 
your case.  

J. What is respiratory failure and how do we evaluate it? Respiratory failure is the inability of 
the lungs to perform their basic function of gas exchange. We evaluate respiratory failure under 
103.04E if you have CF-related respiratory failure, or under 103.14 if you have respiratory failure 
due to any other chronic respiratory disorder. Continuous positive airway pressure does not 
satisfy the criterion in 103.04E or 103.14, and cannot be substituted as an equivalent finding, for 
invasive mechanical ventilation or noninvasive ventilation with BiPAP.  

K. How do we evaluate growth failure due to any chronic respiratory disorder?  

1. To evaluate growth failure due to any chronic respiratory disorder, we require 
documentation of the oxygen supplementation described in 103.06A and the growth 
measurements in 103.06B within the same consecutive 12-month period. The dates of oxygen 
supplementation may be different from the dates of growth measurements.  

2. Under 103.06B, we use the appropriate table(s) under 105.08B in the digestive system to 
determine whether a child’s growth is less than the third percentile.  

a. For children from birth to attainment of age 2, we use the weight-for-length table 
corresponding to the child’s gender (Table I or Table II).  

b. For children age 2 to attainment of age 18, we use the body mass index (BMI)-for-age 
table corresponding to the child’s gender (Table III or Table IV).  

c. BMI is the ratio of a child’s weight to the square of his or her height. We calculate BMI 
using the formulas in 105.00.  

L. How do we evaluate respiratory disorders that do not meet one of these listings?  

1. These listings are only examples of common respiratory disorders that we consider severe 
enough to result in marked and severe functional limitations. If your impairment(s) does not 
meet the criteria of any of these listings, we must also consider whether you have an 
impairment(s) that meets the criteria of a listing in another body system. For example, if your 
CF has resulted in chronic pancreatic or hepatobiliary disease, we evaluate your impairment 
under the listings in 105.00.  

2. If you have a severe medically determinable impairment(s) that does not meet a listing, we 
will determine whether your impairment(s) medically equals a listing. See § 416.926 of this 
chapter. Respiratory disorders may be associated with disorders in other body systems, and we 
consider the combined effects of multiple impairments when we determine whether they 
medically equal a listing. If your impairment(s) does not meet or medically equal a listing, we 
will also consider whether it functionally equals the listings. See § 416.926a of this chapter. We 
use the rules in § 416.994a of this chapter when we decide whether you continue to be 
disabled.  
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