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SPARCS Update 
New York State Department of Health September/October 

2016 

Office of Quality and Patient Safety 

General Announcements 
 

Quality, Patient Safety, and Efficiency Report 

We are pleased to announce the release of the first version of the 

New York State Report on Quality, Patient Safety, and Efficiency 

(2014), now available on the SPARCS Statistical Reports and Briefs 

section of the DOH webpage:  

http://www.health.ny.gov/statistics/sparcs/sb/.  

This report contains the most up to date quality, patient safety, and 

efficiency measures, calculated using New York State all payer 

inpatient discharges and treat and release emergency room visits 

collected as part of SPARCS.   

The measures are presented in two Sections:  1. Community Based 

Measures and 2. Hospital Measures.  There is also an Executive 

Summary that presents a concise Summary of Findings, in 

addition to detailed statistical tables and a technical appendix.  

Data Quality Reports  
As part of continuous efforts to improve data quality, accuracy, 

and completeness, the SPARCS program will be rolling out a series 

of data quality reports on the SPARCS Home Page on the Health 

Commerce System (HCS), under the Reports section.  

 

The Data Quality Reports will identify health care facilities 

submitting SPARCS data with potential inadequacies or 

inconsistencies in terms of data quality.  The following are the 

Data Quality Reports generated to improve SPARCS data quality:  

 Present on Admission  

 SPARCS to Institutional Cost Report (ICR) Comparison  

 Claim Filing Indicator and Payment Typology 

 Patient County Correctly Reported / Homeless Indicator  

 Patient Disposition  
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 Diagnosis and Procedure 

 Expanded Race and Ethnicity Reporting 

 Point of Origin  

 Discharge Hour 

 Data Quality Audit Report 

 

Further information regarding the Data Quality Reports, including a protocol and expectations for 

facilities, will be shared with all facilities in the near future. 

We will be holding WebEx trainings on December 7, 2016 from 9:30 am to 11:30 am and December 13, 

2016 from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm.  To register for one of these trainings, please contact us at 

sparcs.submissions@health.ny.gov.  Please include your name, the name of the hospital, and your email 

address. 

 

 

Compliance 
 

 

 

 

Monthly 

NYCRR 400.18 requires health care facilities to submit at least 95 percent of their total SPARCS inpatient 

discharges and outpatient visits within 60 days of the end of the month of a patient’s discharge or visit. 

After the monthly October 5, 2016 update, SPARCS will be sending a warning email to those facilities that 

have submitted no inpatient and/or no outpatient SPARCS data for visits and discharges that occurred in 

the month of July 2016. 

Quarterly 

The First Quarter 2016 Reconciliation Period ended on September 30, 2016.  Facilities are allowed two 

additional one-month extensions beyond the due date.  Thirty-seven facilities have not completed 

submission of January to March 2016 SPARCS data nor have they filed for an exception or an extension.    

The Second Quarter 2016 SPARCS Reconciliation Period ends on December 31, 2016.  NYCRR 400.18 

requires health care facilities to submit 100 percent of their total SPARCS inpatient discharges and 

outpatient visits within 180 days from the end of the quarter of the patient’s discharge or visit. 

For those healthcare facilities that have either not completed reporting all of their April, May, and June 

2016 patient discharges/visits or have not filed an exception request due to lower volumes monthly 

volumes, will receive their first warning notice in October 2016. 

WebEx training sessions will be held on December 7, 2016 from 9:30 am to 11:30 am and December 13, 

2016 from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm.  To register for one of these trainings, please contact us at 

sparcs.submissions@health.ny.gov.  Please include your name, the name of the hospital, and your 

email address. 
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     Month of Submission          

2nd  Quarter (Q2 )  

April – June 2016 Activities 

April 2016  

May 2016  

June 2016  

July 2016 Beginning Second Quarter 2016 SPARCS Reconciliation Period 

August 2016  

September 2016  

October 2016 Q2 Warning email 1 

November  2016 Q2 Warning email 2 

December 2016 Q2 Warning email 3 

End Second Quarter 2016 SPARCS Reconciliation Period 

December 31, 2016 

January 2017 Statement of Deficiency issued 

Data Release 

Data Governance Committee  

The SPARCS Data Governance Committee convened on October 14, 2016.  The following SPARCS 

identifiable data requests were presented to the Committee during this meeting: 

 

Request # Project Title Organization Name 

1303-12 (A) Hospital and Market Utilization Study Northwell Health 

1610-02 Hospital Variability in 30-day Morbidity, Length 

of Stay, and Cost After Colorectal Surgery 

Columbia University Medical 

Center 

1610-03 Healthy Homes: Testing the Impact of Public 

Housing Renovations 

New York University, 

Furman Center For Real 

Estate and Urban Policy 

The next meeting of the SPARCS Data Governance Committee will be held on November 22, 2016.  

Limited and Identifiable 

The following organizations received SPARCS data from August 1, 2016 through October 17, 2016.  

 

Organization 

 

Data Type 

 

Years 

Westchester County Limited 2015 

Columbia University Identifiable 2007-2015 

Comparion Medical Analytics, Inc. Limited 2015 

Cornell University Limited 2015 

CUNY Hunter College Limited 2011-2014 

CUNY John Jay College Identifiable 2015-2016 
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Organization 

 

Data Type 

 

Years 

CUNY Queens College Identifiable 2015 

DataBay Resources Limited 2015 

Finger Lakes Health Systems Agency Identifiable 2015-2016 

Gold Health Strategies, Inc. Identifiable 2015 

Gradient, Risk Sciences Group Identifiable 2007-2009 

Greater New York Hospital Association Identifiable 2015-2016 

Hackensack Medical Center  Limited 2015 

HANYS Identifiable 2014 

Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health Limited 2014 

Health Quest Limited 2015-2016 

Hospital Executive Council Limited 2015-2016 

Hospital for Special Surgery Identifiable 2008-2015 

IMS Health Limited 2015 

Intellimed International Corporation Limited 2015-2016 

IPRO Identifiable 2015-2016 

iVantage Health Analytics Limited 2015-2016 

KPMG LLP Identifiable 2015-2016 

Manatt Health Solutions (MHS) Limited 2015 

Methods Analytics Limited 2015 

Michigan State University Identifiable 2014-2015 

Mount Sinai Medical Center Identifiable 1995-2014 

New York Presbyterian Hospital Identifiable 2014 

New York University School of Medicine Limited 2014-2015 

Northwell Health Limited 1982-2015 

North Western Law School Identifiable 2014 

NYS Nurses Association Limited 2005-2015 

NYS Office of Mental Health Identifiable 2015-2016 

NYS Office of the Attorney General Limited 2015 

O'Conco Healthcare Consultants Limited 2015 

St. Johns Riverside Hospital Limited 2013-2015 

SUNY Buffalo Limited 2014-2015 

SUNY Stony Brook University Medical Center Identifiable 2015 

Total Benchmark Solutions, LLC Limited 2015 

TRUVEN Identifiable 2016 

Truven Health Analytics  Limited 2014-2016 

University of California - Berkeley Identifiable 2014 

University of Illinois Limited 2006-2008 

University of North Carolina Limited 2001-2015 

University of Rochester Identifiable 2001-2015 

University of Wisconsin Identifiable 1982-2013 

University of Pennsylvania Identifiable 2012-2013 
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Organization 

 

Data Type 

 

Years 

Vermont Health Care Authority Limited 2015 

Vermont Hospital Association and Health Systems Limited 2015 

Visiting Nurse Service of NY Limited 2015 

Welsh Analytics LLC Limited 2015 

Western CT Health Network Limited 2015-2016 

Yale School of Medicine Identifiable 2003-2015 

The complete list of approved identifiable data requests, beginning in 2009, can be found on the New 

York State Department of Health webpage at:  

http://www.health.ny.gov/statistics/sparcs/dgc/appr_data_req.htm.         

Submitter Notes 

Physician License Lookup Tool 

The Physician License Lookup Tool, found on the HCS, under the SPARCS Data Submission, then Tools, 

will no longer be available due to the Office of Information Technology Services changing application 

systems.  A link to the NYS Education Department’s License Lookup webpage was added to the HCS, 

under the SPARCS Data Submission, then Tools section.  This link will assist facilities with their 

determination and classification of NYS physician licenses.  Included as a reference, is the link to the NYS 

Education Department’s License Lookup.  Please copy and paste the link below into your web browser to 

view the page: http://www.op.nysed.gov/opsearches.htm#nme  

The principle difference between the SPARCS License Lookup and the NYS Education Department’s 

License Lookup is that you are required to select a profession before a search of physician name or license 

number can begin. SPARCS staff is available to assist with this process during the transition.  

ICD-10  

The 2017 version of ICD-10 was implemented on October 1, 2016 for SPARCS inpatient discharges and 

outpatient services and is now in production. If you would like to test your SPARCS data prior to 

submitting to production, then please send it to test (ISA15=T).  Please be aware that exceptions for 

facilities that are non-compliant will not be granted due to unsuccessful submissions of ICD-10 

production data.  

This new version of the intake edits, based on ICD-10 diagnosis and procedure codes, is available on the 

HCS in the Tools section in both excel and text formats. Please note that as the ICD-10 is new, these edits 

may change as SPARCS staff and coders at facilities gain experience in using these codes.  

If you have any questions about the new ICD-10 version, please email SPARCS at 

sparcs.submsissions@health.ny.gov or call at 518-474-3189. 

 

http://www.op.nysed.gov/opsearches.htm#nme
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SPARCS Operations 

Bureau of Health Informatics 

Division of Information and Statistics 

Office of Quality and Patient Safety 

New York State Department of Health 

Empire State Plaza 

Corning Tower, Room 1970 

Albany, New York 12237 

Phone:  (518) 474-3189  

Fax:  (518) 486-3518 

Information:  sparcs.submissions@health.ny.gov 

Data Access:  sparcs.requests@health.ny.gov 

Listserv:  sparcs-l@health.state.ny.us  

Website:  http://www.health.ny.gov/statistics/sparcs/ 

SPARCS Update newsletters are distributed 

electronically to individuals who have Health 

Commerce System (HCS) data upload access, 

subscribers to SPARCS-L, and other interested parties 

upon request.   

 

Updates are also available online at: 

http://www.health.ny.gov/statistics/sparcs/newsletters/ 

 


