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Local Government Decision Makers Support Tobacco Control
Point of Sale and Smoke-Free Air Policies

Evidence-based solutions that impact tobacco use include Tobacco-Free Outdoors (TFO), Smoke-Free
Housing (SFH), and Point of Sale (POS) policies. The results from a 2014 survey of New York State county-
level elected officials and chief health officers at county health departments demonstrate local government
decision makers support TFO, SFH, and POS policies, and that support for these policies has increased since
2011.

e Ninety percent of NY’s local decision makers currently support a restriction on smoking in building
entryways and 65% support a restriction on smoking in outdoor public places such as beaches and
parks. Support for these issues was also high in 2011. Almost half currently support a restriction on
smoking in multi-unit housing (not measured in 2011).

e Local decision maker support for restricting the sale of tobacco products near schools, restricting the
sale of tobacco products in pharmacies, and restricting the number of tobacco retailers increased
significantly between 2011 and 2014. In 2014, over half of those surveyed supported restricting the
sale of tobacco products near schools (58%) and restricting the sale of tobacco products in
pharmacies (55%) and 32% supported a restriction on the number of tobacco retailers in a
community.

e About half of local decision makers support restricting the redemption of coupons (47%) and multi-
pack discounts (45%) by licensed tobacco retailers (not measured in 2011).

Percent of NYS Local Government Decision Makers in Support of Tobacco Control
Smoke-Free Air and Point of Sale Policies, 2011 and 2014
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Restriction | Restriction | Restriction | Proximity* | Restriction | Restriction®* | Restriction | Restriction Cap*
w2011 86.9% 60.9% NA 42.5% 58.8% 38.8% NA NA 19.2%
2014 90.0% 64.6% 48.0% 57.8% 57.8% 54.6% 46.9% 44.6% 32.0%

*Statistically significant difference, p<0.001

Source: Local Opinion Leader Survey (2011 and 2014). Please contact us with questions or comments at the Bureau of Chronic Disease Evaluation and
Research, New York State Department of Health at (518) 473-0673 or send an e-mail to tcp@health.ny.gov. StatShots can be accessed online at:
http://www.health.ny.gov/prevention/tobacco_control/reports/statshots/
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