
 

    Child Outcomes Summary Entry Form Help Sheet 

This help sheet is designed for Evaluators, Early Intervention Officials/Designees (EIO/D), and Service 

Coordinators, who will be involved in the Initial IFSP meeting with a child who has been identified as part of the 

Child Outcomes Cohort.  

The Child Outcomes Summary Entry form (COSF) will be completed at the child’s initial IFSP meeting.  

Assessing and reporting children’s skills and abilities in three functional outcomes areas before the child 

begins to receive early intervention services and when the child exits the program is federally required. The 

three functional outcome areas that must be measured are: 

• Positive Social Emotional Skills (including social relationships) – This refers to relating to other 

people. For example, using words or small sentences or playing with other children. 

• Acquiring and using knowledge and skills (including early language/communication) – This 

refers to thinking, remembering, problem solving, and understanding the world. For example, 

recognizing familiar faces or pictures, knowing the names for objects, or reacting to sights and sounds.  

• Use of appropriate behavior to meet needs (talking appropriate action to meet needs) – This 

refers to taking care of and communicating basic needs. For example, helping with feeding, being toilet 

trained, or using words or small sentences.  

Tips for completing the Child Outcomes Summary Form (COSF): 

❖ Evaluators must complete a Developmental Milestones Checklist – Evaluator Edition or an Evaluation 

Summary – Federal Child Functional Outcomes Areas. If there is more than one evaluator, only one 

checklist or summary needs to be submitted if consensus is reached and completed together. All 

evaluators are welcome to submit their own checklist or summary if preferred. This summary will be 

used during the meeting to aid the discussion with the family. 

❖ The EIO/D or Initial Service Coordinator will be responsible for facilitating the discussion to complete 

the COSF.  

❖ All questions on the COSF are required to be complete. If any questions are left blank on the form, 

it will be sent back to the team for completion.   

❖ Enter the child’s demographic information, including the NYEIS ID. 

❖ Identify all individuals who were involved in determining the child outcomes summary ratings.  

❖ For Question 7, the assessment should be based on how the child currently functions in each of the 

child outcome areas, across a variety of situations and settings. Please see the attached 

developmental milestones chart.  

❖ The team should reach consensus on how to rate the child’s current age level related to each outcome 

area using a 7-point rating scale. Please see the back side of this page for a decision tree to help 

during the rating process. 

❖ If agreement cannot be reached, each participant can complete his or her own COSF for the child to be 

submitted.  

❖ The EIO/D or service coordinator is responsible for making copies of any documents and ensure they 

are given to the municipality.  

 

If you have any further questions or would like access to the Developmental Milestones Checklist – Evaluator 

Edition or an Evaluation Summary – Federal Child Functional Outcomes Areas, please visit the New York 

State Department of Health, Bureau of Early Intervention’s website, 

https://www.health.ny.gov/community/infants_children/early_intervention/outcomes_survey  

Or you can call the Bureau of Early Intervention at (518) 473-7016 or e-mail BEIDataUnit@health.ny.gov.  

 

https://www.health.ny.gov/community/infants_children/early_intervention/outcomes_survey


 

 

 

 

This flow chart provides information on how to make decisions regarding summary ratings for the child outcomes 

summary form. 

Decision Tree for Summary Rating Discussions 

  

Decision Tree for Summary Ratings Discussion 

Does the child ever function in ways that 

would be considered age-appropriate with 

regard to this outcome? 

No (Consider rating 1-3) Yes (Consider rating 4-7) 

Is the child’s functioning age-appropriate 

across all or almost all settings and 

situations?  

Does the child use any immediate 

foundational skills related to this 

outcome upon which to build age-

appropriate functioning across settings 

and situations?  

No  Yes Yes No 

To what extent is the child using 

immediate foundational skills across 

settings and situations? 

To what extent is the 

child using age-

appropriate skills across 

settings and situations?  

Does anyone have 

concerns about the 

child’s functioning with 

regard to the outcome 

area?  

Child rarely 

uses 

foundational 

skills across 

settings and 

situations. 

Child uses 

foundational 

skills across 

settings and 

situations 

most or all of 

the time.  

Child rarely 

uses age-

appropriate 

skills. There 

is much 

more 

behavior that 

is not age-

appropriate 

than age-

appropriate.

  

Child uses age-

appropriate skills 

some of the time 

across settings 

and situations. 

There is a mix of 

appropriate and 

not appropriate 

behaviors and 

skills.  

Yes No 

Rating = 1 Rating = 2 Rating = 3 Rating = 4 Rating = 5 Rating = 6 Rating = 7 



 

Typical development is marked by the emergence of specific age-appropriate behaviors in each of the three outcome 

areas. The Developmental Milestones Chart below provides examples of behaviors that are usually exhibited by typically 

developing children. The Developmental Milestones Chart may be used to determine if the child has the immediate 

foundational skills upon which to build age expected skills: 

• A child possessing immediate foundational skills has attained the developmental milestones expected of a 
child one age range below the child’s actual age, but has not attained age-expected developmental milestones. 

• A child who does not possess immediate foundational skills has not attained age-expected developmental 
milestones OR developmental milestones expected of a child one age range below the child’s actual age. 

Age Outcome 1: 
Positive Social Emotional Skills 

Outcome 2: 
Acquiring and Using Knowledge 

and Skills 

Outcome 3: 
Taking Appropriate Action to 

Meet Needs 

By 3 
months 

 Turn their heads toward bright colors 
and lights 

 

 Smile Move both eyes in the same direction 
together 

Lift head and chest when on 
stomach 

 Making cooing sounds Recognize bottle or breast Recognize bottle or breast 

 Enjoy playing with people React to sudden sounds or voices Wiggle and kick with arms and 
legs 

  Make fists with both hands to grasp 
toys or hair 

 

By 6 
months 

Recognize familiar faces Recognize Familiar faces Reach for objects and pick them 
up 

 Babble Follow moving objects with their eyes Switch toys from one hand to the 
other 

 Smile at self in mirror Turn toward the source of normal 
sound 

Help hold the bottle during feeding 

  Play with their toes  

By 12 
months 

Wave bye-bye  Sit without support 

 Know five or six words Stack two blocks Pull to a standing position 

 Play peek-a-boo and patty cake Put objects in a container Drink from a cup 

 Repeat sounds or gestures for 
attention 

 Hold out their arms and legs while 
being dressed 

   Know five or six words 

By 18 
months 

  Pull off shoes, socks, and mittens 

 Follow simple directions (“Bring the 
ball”) 

 Feed themselves 

 Act out a familiar activity in play (e.g. 
taking a bath) 

Like to pull, push, and dump things Make marks on paper with 
crayons 

 Bring toys to share with parent  Walk without help 

   Step off a low object and keep 
balance 

By 24 
months 

Use 2-3 word sentences Say names of toys  

 Like to imitate their parent Recognize familiar pictures Use 2-3 word sentences 

 Show affection Identify hair, eyes, ears, and nose by 
pointing 

Carry something while walking 

 Play alone (independently) Turn 2-3 pages at a time Feed themselves with a spoon 

 Comfort a distressed friend or parent Build a tower of four blocks  

By 36 
months 

Play with other children for a few 
minutes 

 Walk up steps (alternating feet) 

 Use 3-5 word sentences Turn one page at a time Put on their shoes 

 Understands concept of ‘mine’ and 
‘his/hers’ 

Name at least one color correctly Open door 

 Spontaneously shows affection for 
familiar playmates 

Repeat common rhymes Use 3-5 word sentences 

 Takes turns in a game  Is toilet trained 

 Imitates adults and playmates  Ride a tricycle 

Developmental Milestones Chart 



 


