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Campaign Overview

HPV is the most common sexually transmitted disease in the United
States. In fact, it is so common that at least half of all sexually active
men and women will get HPV at some point in their lives. For many
people, the infection will clear up on its own. But for others, HPV

infection may lead to certain cancers and other diseases.

The HPV vaccine can prevent most of the infections that cause HPV-
related cancers, such as cervical cancer in women, penile cancer in
men, and genital warts in both men and women. However, despite
research on the benefits of the HPV vaccine and recommendations
from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Advisory
Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) and other prominent
medical organizations, immunization rates for HPV vaccine lag
significantly behind rates for other reccommended adolescent

vaccines.

Funded by a grant from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDQ), the New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH), Bureau

of Immunization has begun a campaign to increase adolescent HPV
vaccination rates statewide. We encourage your participation in

this campaign to promote this important vaccine as a cancer
prevention intervention. This toolkit provides a variety of media
items, promotional materials, and resources from the CDC and
NYSDOH to promote the HPV 3-dose vaccine series among 11 and

12 year old boys and girls.
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. Raise awareness among parents and guardians of
11 and 12 year old girls and boys about the HPV vaccine and

ACIP recommendations.
. Raise awareness of HPV vaccine among preteens and teens.

. Educate parents and guardians of preteens and teens about the

cancer prevention benefits of the HPV vaccine.

. Educate health care providers about adolescent immunization

recommendations for HPV vaccine.

. Improve adolescent vaccination rates for the HPV vaccine

3-dose series.

. Communicate the importance of improving immunization

completion rates for the HPV vaccine 3-dose series.

. Provide communication tools for public health professionals,
immunization programs and immunization providers to improve

awareness and knowledge of the HPV vaccine.



. Parents of preteen and teen boys and girls, especially 11 and

12 year olds.

. Health care providers for preteen and teen boys and girls.

. Preteens and teens.

. Community Partners promoting immunization.



HPV is the most common sexually transmitted disease in the
United States.

HPV can cause cancers of the cervix, vagina, and vulva in women,
cancer of the penis in men, and cancers of the anus and the mouth
or throat in both women and men. It is also the main cause of

genital warts in men and women.

The HPV vaccine is very effective against the kinds of HPV that

cause most cervical and anal cancers and genital warts.

The HPV vaccine is safe. It has been studied in tens of thousands of
people around the world. More than 57 million doses have been
distributed to date, and there have been no serious safety concerns.

HPV vaccine is recommended for girls and boys at 11 or 12 years.

The preteen years are the best time to vaccinate because the
vaccine is most effective if it's given long before the first sexual

contact and first exposure to the virus.



Supplemental information and guidance for vaccination providers

regarding use of 9-valent HPV vaccine:
http://www.cdc.gov/hpv/downloads/9vhpv-guidance.pdf

Tips for talking with parents who may have questions about the HPV
vaccine based on research conducted by the CDC:
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/who/teens/for-hcp-tipsheet-hpv.html

The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG)
The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG) is
dedicated to increasing adult immunizations provided by obstetrician-
gynecologists, including the HPV vaccine. In order to help health care
providers and their staff communicate the importance of receiving the
HPV vaccine with patients it has developed a toolkit titled Human Papil-
lomavirus Vaccination 2014. You can access the toolkit here:
http://www.immunizationforwomen.org/site/assets/docs/HPV%20tool-
kit%20without%20infographic.pdf

Minnesota Department of Health

HPV Vaccine Video for Health Care Providers

The Minnesota Department of Health has created a 12-minute video

for health care providers on HPV vaccine communication. The video
begins with humorous vignettes and then presents four model

clinical encounters in which providers demonstrate low-stress ways of
recommending HPV vaccine and answering questions from patients and
parents. Each of the model encounters can also be viewed individually.
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/idepc/immunize/hcp/adol/
hpvvideos.html

Contact health.wevaxteens@state.mn.us to obtain files of any of these
videos for use in professional education programs.



How to Involve the Media

« Post HPV vaccine messages on your organization’s Twitter and

Facebook pages.

« Submit a news release to your local newspapers and Public Service

Announcements (PSAs) to radio stations.

« Download recorded HPV vaccine PSAs available through the CDC

and distribute PSAs to your local radio stations.

« Include a brief article about HPV and HPV vaccine in electronic
communications such as list serves, newsletters, and other venues

used by your organization and partner organizations.

Sample News Articles (Matte articles)

Matte articles (also known as mat/matte releases or formatted
releases) developed by the CDC are formatted, ready-to-print articles
that are free to use in any publication.

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/who/teens/products/matte.html

Sample Press Release

Fill in your agency’s name and send to your local media outlets,
including newspapers, radio stations and television stations. Their
websites will usually give you information on how to submit a press

release. It's always a good idea to follow up with a phone call.


http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/who/teens/products/matte.html

Sample Newsletter Article

Provide the sample newsletter article provided to partner agencies,
organizations and health care providers who members, clients or
customers might be interested in learning about the HPV vaccine and

this campaign.

Sample Social Media Posts

Use these suggested posts on your organization’s Facebook page to
help promote the HPV vaccine, or post your own messages using these
helpful tips about using social media:

www.health.ny.gov/press/media_packet/how_to/.

Sample Facebook Posts

+ Have you scheduled your kids'annual physicals? Don’t forget to
ask about the HPV vaccine for girls and boys at 11 or 12! The HPV
vaccine protects against human papillomavirus (HPV), which can

cause some forms of cancer in both males and females.

+ Did you know an increase in HPV-related cancers around middle
age is linked to exposure to the HPV virus years earlier. Help stop

the spread of HPV. Have your preteens and teens vaccinated.

« The HPV vaccine is not just for girls anymore! The 3-shot series
is recommended for boys and girls at 11 or 12 to protect them
from HPV-related cancers when they're older. Older teens and
young adults can also benefit from the HPV vaccine. Talk to their

doctor today!


www.health.ny.gov/press/media_packet/how_to/

« Did you know there’s a vaccine that can prevent some forms of
cancer? The HPV vaccine for preteen girls and boys can prevent
HPV-related cancer when they’re older. Talk to their doctor about

this important vaccine!

« About 25 percent of HPV-related cancers occur in males. Prevent
infection in preteen girls and boys with the HPV vaccine. Talk to

your doctor today!

Sample Tweets

« The HPV vaccine is the cancer protection vaccine. Ask your doctor if

your preteen or teen is up-to-date today!

« The HPV vaccine is not just for girls anymore! It is recommended for

both boys and girlsat 11 or 12!

« The HPV vaccine for preteens in middle school can prevent cancer

in middle age!

« Did you know HPV is the only known cause of cervical cancer?

Protect your preteen with the HPV vaccine.

« About 25 percent of HPV-related cancers occur in males.

Prevent infection in preteen girls and boys with the HPV vaccine.



HPV Vaccine for Preteens and Teens

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/who/teens/vaccines/hpv.pdf

HPV Fact Sheet
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd-vac/hpv/downloads/dis-HPV-color-
office.pdf



Close the door to Cancer

Flyer
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/who/teens/products/downloads/print-
materials/close-the-door-press-f.pdf

Poster (11" x 17")
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/who/teens/products/downloads/print-

materials/close-the-door-11x17-press-p.pdf

If there were a vaccine for cancer, wouldn’t you get it for your kids?

Lake
Flyer
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/who/teens/products/downloads/print-
materials/vaccine-cancer-boy-lake-press-f.pdf
Poster (11" x 17")
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/who/teens/products/downloads/print-
materials/vaccine-cancer-boy-lake-11x17-press-p.pdf
Poster (18" x 24")
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/who/teens/products/downloads/print-
materials/vaccine-cancer-boy-lake-18x24-press-p.pdf

Soccer
Flyer
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/who/teens/products/downloads/print-
materials/vaccine-cancer-boy-soccer-press-f.pdf
Poster (11" x 17")
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/who/teens/products/downloads/print-
materials/vaccine-cancer-boy-soccer-11x17-press.pdf
Poster (18" x 24")
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/who/teens/products/downloads/print-

materials/vaccine-cancer-boy-lake-18x24-press-p.pdf



If there were a vaccine for cancer, wouldn’t you get it for your kids?
Young Girl
Flyer
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/who/teens/products/downloads/print-
materials/vaccine-for-cancer-press-f.pdf
Poster (11" x 17")
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/who/teens/products/downloads/print-
materials/vaccine-for-cancer-11x17-press-p.pdf
Poster (18" x 24")
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/who/teens/products/downloads/print-

materials/vaccine-for-cancer-18x24-press-p.pdf

Preteen vaccination and checkup flyer
Flyer
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/who/teens/products/downloads/print-
materials/calendarad-f.pdf
Poster (11" x 17")
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/who/teens/products/downloads/print-
materials/calendarad-11x17-press-p.pdf
Poster (18" x 24")
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/who/teens/products/downloads/print-

materials/calendarad-18x24-press-p.pdf



This link will bring you to a CDC page listing all podcasts, videos,
and PSAs related to preteen and teen vaccines and the diseases they
prevent, including HPV:

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/who/teens/products/video-audio.html


http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/who/teens/products/video-audio.html

If you want to reproduce higher quality or large quantities of these

pieces, consider using a local commercial printer. The CDC can provide
high-resolution, press-ready files. If you need a high-resolution file,
indicate your printer’s specifications in an email request to:

ncirdwebteam@cdc.gov.



Many CDC materials are available in

« Spanish
- American Indian/Alaska Native
« Viethamese

« Korean



Sample Press Release

The New York State Department of Health Announces Summer
Human Papillomavirus (HPV) Vaccine Awareness Campaign for Parents

(City Name), N.Y. (Date) --- The (agency name) announced today that it’s working with the New
York State Department of Health to implement a public awareness campaign to inform parents
about the benefits of the human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine that protects against certain forms of
cancer.

Each year, thousands of men and women in the United States are diagnosed with cancers caused by
HPV, including cervical cancer, anal cancer and throat cancer. Many of these cancers could be
prevented with the HPV vaccine, which has been routinely recommended by the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP)
since 2006 for females and 2011 for males.

Despite research showing the benefits of the vaccine and recommendations from the ACIP and
other prominent medical organizations, immunization rates remain frustratingly low and continue to
lag behind vaccination rates of other adolescent vaccines.

“We are happy to work with the state Health Department to help get the word out that the HPV
vaccine is safe and effective and recommended for 11 and 12 year old boys and girls,” said (name
and title). “We hope this campaign will encourage parents to talk to their children’s health care
providers about the three-shot series and to have their children vaccinated.”

In October 2013, NYSDOH was one of only eleven recipients of a grant from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to increase adolescent HPV vaccination rates across New
York State, excluding New York City, which was awarded its own grant. The campaign includes a
statewide media campaign and health care provider outreach to decrease barriers to HPV
vaccination.

The HPV vaccine has been routinely recommended by ACIP since 2006 for females and 2011 for
males. The vaccine is most effective when it’s given before first sexual contact. In addition,
research has shown that children ages 11 to 12 respond better to the immunization and produce
higher levels of antibodies that fight infection compared to older children. However, teens and
young adults can still benefit from the HPV vaccine, even if they are already sexually active.

HPYV is the most common sexually transmitted infection in the U.S. The majority of sexually-active
men and women will get at least one type of HPV infection at some point in their lives. Most cases
resolve without symptoms or treatment, but some persistent infections can cause health problems,
including genital warts and cancers.

The CDC estimates that HPV causes more than 20,000 cases of cancer in women each year, with
cervical cancer being the most common. About 12,000 HPV-associated cancers occur each year in
men who are most often stricken with throat cancer. Since it’s impossible to determine which cases
will clear up and which will develop into cancer, reducing the occurrence of infection with the HPV
vaccine is the best defense.



Sample Newsletter Article

NYS Working to Boost Human Papillomavirus (HPV) Vaccination Rates

Each year, thousands of men and women in the United States are diagnosed with cancers
caused by the human papillomavirus (HPV), including cervical cancer (, anal cancer and throat
cancer. Many of these cancers could be prevented with the HPV vaccine, which has been
routinely recommended by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Advisory
Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) since 2006 for females and 2011 for males.

Despite research showing the benefits of the HPV vaccine and recommendations from the
ACIP and other prominent medical organizations, immunization rates remain frustratingly low
and continue to lag far behind vaccination rates of other adolescent vaccines.

New York State is working to change that. With a grant from the CDC, the New York State
Department of Health Bureau of Immunization is launching an awareness campaign to increase
adolescent HPV vaccination rates statewide.

HPV is the most common sexually transmitted infection in the U.S. and refers to a group of
150 different viruses. The majority of sexually-active men and women will get at least one type
of HPV infection at some point in their lives. Most cases resolve without symptoms or treatment,
but some persistent infections can cause health problems, including genital warts and cancers.

The CDC estimates that HPV causes more than 20,000 cases of cancer in women each year,
with cervical cancer being the most common. About 12,000 HPV-associated cancers occur each
year in men who are most often stricken with throat cancer. Since it’s impossible to determine
which cases will clear up and which will develop into cancer, reducing the occurrence of
infection with the HPV vaccine is the best defense.

Research has shown that the HPV vaccine is most effective when administered at 11 to 12
years of age and before first sexual contact. NYS’s campaign to raise awareness will include
letters to parents and guardians whose 11 - 13-year old children have not started the three-dose
vaccine series, as well as those 11-12-years olds who are behind on at least one vaccine dose.

The campaign also will feature a statewide media campaign targeting parents of adolescents
and health care providers. Advertisements on Facebook, Google and television, will underscore
the importance of immunizing preteens before they become sexually active, as well as the

importance of completing all three shots in the series.



In addition, the media campaign will encourage health care providers to strongly recommend
the HPV vaccine for patients at 11 or 12 year of age. Studies show that a strong provider
recommendation is the single best predictor of vaccination. Additionally, HPV vaccine should be
emphasized as a cancer prevention intervention.

A final component of the campaign involves enhancing current Assessment, Feedback,
Incentives and Exchange (AFIX) visits to focus on the HPV vaccine. These visits to provider
offices, conducted by local health department (LHD) staff throughout NYS, strive to identify
quality improvement strategies to increase providers’ HPV vaccination rates.

The vaccine is also routinely recommended by ACIP for girls aged 13-26 and boys aged 13-
21. In addition, the vaccine is ACIP recommended for males 22- 26 years old who 1) have sex
with men or 2) are immunocompromised as a result of infection (including HIV), disease, or
medication.

Collaborating with stakeholders such as provider associations, LHDs and members of the
NYS Cancer Consortium will be critical to increasing HPV vaccination rates statewide. If you
would like more information on activities related to this grant or would like HPV communication

materials, please email or call Jim Kirkwood (518-473-4437, james.kirkwood@health.ny.gov).

NYSDOH Information on Childhood and Adolescent Vaccines:
https://www.health.ny.gov/prevention/immunization/childhood and adolescent.htm

CDC Communications Materials:
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/who/teens/index.html






