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ADULT DAY HEALTH CARE			                  SUBJECT: FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT POLICY
EFFECTIVE: 12/19					    SECTION: 8a

Policy:
It is the policy of the GuildCare programs to allow registrants the freedom to leave the facility and go outside, if they are deemed safe and competent to do so.
Procedure:
Responsible staff			Action
Social Worker
RN					1.  The Social Worker (or in the absence of the SW the RN) will 
					     complete the MMSE upon admission, q180 days and prn.  
					     Cognitive impairments will be documented in the registrant’s
     care plan.  The Elopement Risk Assessment will also be 
     completed, and the risk of elopement will be documented on 
     the care plan.

2.  Each registrant’s plan of care should include documentation
     of their risk for falls and injury.  If the registrant is at low risk 
     for falls and injury, and are deemed safe physically to go 
     outside, this will be annotated on his/her care plan.

3.  For those registrants with MMSE scores that indicate they
     have no cognitive impairment, and are deemed to not be an 
     elopement risk, unless there are physical reasons that make 
     them unsafe, they will be permitted to go outside during 
     program hours.

4.  For those with MMSE scores indicating severe cognitive
     impairments, or those who have been identified as being at
     risk for elopement, it will be documented in their medical 
     record that they are not safe and competent to go outside 
     during program hours, unless accompanied by a staff 
     member.

5.  Because the five hour attendance rule still applies, if a 
     registrant leaves the program for an appointment or to go to 
     the store, or out to lunch with family etc, they are gone for 
     the day.  Prior to leaving the program for the day, the 
     registrant will inform staff and it will be documented.
  

6.  If a registrant has a pattern of leaving the program and not 
     complying with the five hour attendance rule, they may, at 
     the discretion of the program director, be discharged from 
     the program.
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