Request for Information (RFI)
The Utility of Pesticide Sales and Use Reporting in New York State 
PURPOSE 
The Health Research Science Board, in conjunction with the New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH) and the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC), is requesting information from researchers and other interested parties regarding the utility of pesticide sales and use reporting in New York State to inform its upcoming recommendations to the Legislature.  

BACKGROUND
Since 1997, under the Pesticide Reporting Law, NYSDEC has been collecting information on the sales and commercial application of pesticides in New York State.  The Pesticide Sales and Use Database can be searched by year for specific pesticide products or active ingredients to obtain amount applied by county or zip code.  NYSDEC also posts Annual Reports on its website.  In addition, researchers engaged in human health studies may apply for access to the confidential pesticide data, which includes the street address of pesticide application.  

INFORMATION REQUESTED
1) Please provide the following:

· Name
· Affiliation
· Position

· Phone number
· e-Mail address
2) Based on your experience, please submit a response to as many of the following as possible.

a) Please complete the table regarding the data in the Pesticide Sales and Use Database:

	Available data
	Have you used this data element?

	How important is this data element to you?



	
	Yes
	No
	Very Important
	Important
	Not Important

	Publicly available data

	     Product name     
	□
	□
	□
	□
	□

	     EPA registration number
	□
	□
	□
	□
	□

	     Active ingredient
	□
	□
	□
	□
	□

	     Quantity (pounds/gallons) applied
	□
	□
	□
	□
	□

	     Date of application (mo/day/yr)
	□
	□
	□
	□
	□

	     County/zip code of application
	□
	□
	□
	□
	□

	For human health researchers only

	     Street address of application
	□
	□
	□
	□
	□


b) Describe your use of the pesticide sales and use data and provide a brief explanation for each response:

i. for what purpose (how) have you used the data?
ii. how often have you used the data?
iii. when was the last time you used the data?

c) Have you ever conducted human health-related research related to pesticides? Briefly explain your response.  
d) Are you planning to apply to the Health Research Science Board for access to the confidential pesticide sales and use data for use in human health related research?  If so, for what type of study and when do you expect to apply?
e) Please provide additional comments on the utility of the pesticide sales and use data, including how it can be made more useful to you.

f) Please provide any additional input you think might be useful.

RESPONSES
Responses are required by 4:00 PM Eastern Daylight Savings Time on October 15, 2010.
Please send responses electronically to:  pestdata@health.state.ny.us 
Or by mail to:

Syni-An A. Hwang, Ph.D.
Director, Bureau of Environmental and Occupational Epidemiology

New York State Department of Health

Flanigan Square, 547 River Street, Room 200

Troy, New York 12180-2216
RESULTS
Information from the responses to this RFI may be used to inform recommendations made by the Health Research Science Board to the Legislature as part of its 2009-2010 Biennial Report.  THIS IS NOT A SOLICITATION FOR APPLICATIONS. 
