
New York State’s Comprehensive Harm Reduction Syringe Exchange Program 
Conference Agenda 

 
9:30 – 10:00 am Registration  

 
10:00 – 10:30 am Welcome & Introduction  

 Dr. Guthrie S. Birkhead, Director, AIDS Institute and 
Center for Community Health, NYSDOH 

 
10:30 – 10:45 am Reflections on 15 Years of Syringe Exchange 

 Dr. Mathilde Krim, Founding Chair, Foundation 
for AIDS Research  

 
10:45 – 12:15 pm DOH-Authorized Syringe Exchange Programs Panel  

 Dr. Don Des Jarlais, Director of Research, The Baron 
Edmond de Rothschild Chemical Dependency Institute of 
Beth Israel Medical Center  

 Maxine Phillips, Director, Harm Reduction Unit, 
AIDS Institute, NYSDOH 

 Daliah Heller, Director, Office of Chemical 
Dependency Initiatives, NYCDOHMH 

 
12:15 – 1:15 pm  Lunch  
 
1:15 – 2:00 pm   Future Directions of Syringe Access in New York State 

 Dr. Sharon Stancliff, Medical Director, Harm Reduction 
Coalition 

 Allan Clear, Executive Director, Harm Reduction 
Coalition 

 Dan O’Connell, Director, Division of HIV Prevention, 
AIDS Institute, NYSDOH 

 
2:00 – 2:45 am Program Recognition and Awards  

 Dr. Richard F. Daines, Commissioner of Health, 
New York State 

 Dan O’Connell, Director, Division of HIV Prevention, 
AIDS Institute, NYSDOH 

 Alma Candelas, Associate Director, Division of HIV 
Prevention, AIDS Institue, NYSDOH 

 
2:45 – 3:00 pm  Closing Remarks 

 Dr. Richard F. Daines, Commissioner of Health, 
New York State 

 
 
 
 
 


