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Agenda

• Executive Order No. 176
• Standing Orders
• Influenza Vaccine Administration to Children
• Influenza Vaccine Availability
• NYS Vaccines for Children (VFC) Program
• NYS Immunization Information System (NYSIIS)
• Influenza Antiviral Medications
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Executive Order 
No. 176
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Executive Order No. 176
• On January 25, 2018, NYS Governor Andrew M. Cuomo 

issued Executive Order (EO) No. 176 declaring a Disaster 
Emergency in NYS in response to this year’s severe 
influenza season

• EO No. 176 temporarily permits pharmacists who are 
already authorized to administer influenza vaccine to adults 
18 years and older also to administer influenza vaccine to 
children between 2 years and 18 years of age through 
February 23, 2018

• May be extended for additional 30-day periods if the 
emergency conditions continue
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Executive Order No. 176
• Other NYS Education laws and regulations related to 

pharmacist administration of immunization continue to apply
o http://www.op.nysed.gov/prof/pharm/pharmimmunizationfaq.htm

• Pharmacists must be certified by the NYS Education 
Department in order to administer vaccines. To become 
certified, a pharmacist must:
o Be currently licensed and registered in NY,
o Provide evidence that an approved immunization course has been 

completed within the past three years, and
o Provide evidence they are currently certified in CPR or BLS

http://www.op.nysed.gov/prof/pharm/pharmimmunizations.htm

http://www.op.nysed.gov/prof/pharm/pharmimmunizationfaq.htm
http://www.op.nysed.gov/prof/pharm/pharmimmunizations.htm
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Standing Orders
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Standing Order for Influenza Vaccine 
Administration for Children 2-18 Years
• On January 27, 2018, NYS Commissioner of Health Howard 

A. Zucker issued a statewide non-patient specific standing 
order for pharmacists, with a certificate of administration 
issued by the NYS Education Department, to administer 
influenza vaccination to patients between 2 to 18 years of 
age

• Effective until the expiration of EO No. 176 or until the 
Commissioner’s discontinuation of the order

https://health.ny.gov/prevention/immunization/providers/docs/2018_standing_order.pdf

https://health.ny.gov/prevention/immunization/providers/docs/2018_standing_order.pdf
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Standing Order for Influenza Vaccine 
Administration for Children 2-18 Years
1. Identify children between 2-18 years of age in need of influenza 

vaccination
2. Provide a private area for immunization
3. Screen all child and adolescent patients for contraindications and 

precautions to influenza vaccine
4. Provide all patients, or other persons legally responsible for the patient, 

with a copy of the most current influenza Vaccine Information Statement 
(VIS) http://www.immunize.org/vis/

5. Inform all patients, or other persons legally responsible, of the total cost 
of the immunization or immunizations, subtracting any health insurance 
subsidization, if applicable

http://www.immunize.org/vis/
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Standing Order for Influenza Vaccine 
Administration for Children 2-18 Years
6. Obtain consent for immunization
7. Advise patients (or persons legally responsible) about adverse events
8. Administer influenza vaccine
9. Provide recommendations for future doses of influenza vaccine
10. Document vaccine administration in/to:

a. Patient medication profile
b. Immunization record card, provided to patient
c. Patient’s primary care physician
d. NYSIIS

11. Advise patients (or persons legally responsible) of the importance of 
having a primary care provider

12. Be prepared for management of a medical emergency 
related to vaccine administration
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Standing Orders for Epinephrine and 
Diphenhydramine Administration
• To assist pharmacists who decide to vaccinate children 

against influenza pursuant to EO No. 176, on February 1, 
2018 Commissioner Howard A. Zucker issued statewide 
standing orders for pharmacists to administer epinephrine 
and diphenhydramine to children between 2-18 years of age 
for the emergency treatment of anaphylactic reactions to 
influenza vaccine

• Copies of the orders will be posted online ASAP
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Influenza Vaccines 
for Children and Teens:
2017-2018 Influenza 
Season
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Influenza Vaccines for Children and Teens
• Ensure you are using influenza vaccine that is licensed for the 

age of the person being vaccinated.
• Vaccines for the 2017-2018 influenza season:

• Prevention and Control of Seasonal Influenza with Vaccines: 
Recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices –
United States, 2017-2018 Influenza Season 
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/66/rr/pdfs/rr6602.pdf
• See Table 1

• CDC website: 2017 – 18 Summary of Recommendations 
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/professionals/acip/2017-18summary.htm#products

• Includes information on available formulations, mercury content, latex content
• Options include prefilled syringe, single-dose vial, multidose vial   

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/66/rr/pdfs/rr6602.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/professionals/acip/2017-18summary.htm#products
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Trade Name Manufacturer Type Dose Age Indication

Fluarix GSK IIV4 0.5 mL ≥ 6 months

FluLaval ID Biomed (GSK) IIV4 0.5 mL ≥ 6 months

Fluzone Sanofi Pasteur IIV4 0.25 mL 6 – 35 months

Fluzone Sanofi Pasteur IIV4 0.5 mL ≥ 3 years

Afluria Sequirus IIV4 0.5 mL ≥ 5 years

Afluria Sequirus IIV3 0.5 mL ≥ 5 years

Fluvirin Sequirus IIV3 0.5 mL ≥ 4 years

Flucelvax Sequirus ccIIV4 0.5mL ≥ 4 years
• Only two vaccines are indicated for all ages; dose is same for all ages 
• Fluzone has two different doses based on age
• IIV: inactivated influenza vaccine
• IIV4: quadrivalent IIV; IIV3: trivalent IIV; ccIIV: cell culture-based IIV
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NYS PHL Section 2112
• Prohibits administration of vaccines containing more than:

o 1.25 μg of mercury per 0.5 mL to women who know they are 
pregnant

o 0.625 μg of mercury per 0.25 mL to children < 3 years old
• All influenza single-dose vials and prefilled syringes in the 

US comply with PHL 2112 (2) and (3)
• Influenza multidose vials contain levels of thimerosal in 

excess of the levels established in PHL 2112 (2) and (3)
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NYS PHL Section 2112
• August 28, 2017 NYSDOH Flu Vaccine Supply Declaration: 

appears that there will be an adequate supply of vaccine that 
complies with PHL 2112 (2) and (3) for the 2017-18 season

• Therefore, healthcare providers vaccinating pregnant 
women and children < 3 years should seek out and 
administer vaccine that complies with PHL 2112 (2) and (3)
o i.e., single-dose vials or prefilled syringes of influenza vaccine
o NOT Multidose Vials

https://www.health.ny.gov/diseases/communicable/influenza/seasonal/providers/commissioner_declaration_phl_2112.htm

https://www.health.ny.gov/diseases/communicable/influenza/seasonal/providers/commissioner_declaration_phl_2112.htm
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NYS PHL Section 2112
• Exceptions in PHL Section 2112 (4) and (5):

o If the Commissioner determines that use of influenza vaccine 
containing higher levels of mercury is necessary to prevent or 
respond to an outbreak of disease and there are insufficient amounts 
of vaccine that comply with PHL 2112 (2) and (3) OR

o If the Commissioner determines that influenza vaccine that complies 
with PHL 2112 (2) and (3) is not available for distribution in NYS

o Neither exception has occurred at this time.
• If an exception occurred, the provider should document good 

faith attempts to obtain vaccine that complies with PHL 2112 and 
obtain informed consent prior to administering vaccine that 
contains higher levels of mercury
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Accessing Available Vaccine

• Private vaccine is still available
• Providers should contact distributors and local vendors 

about remaining supply
• Information about manufacturers and distributors who still 

have vaccine can be found at: 
https://www.izsummitpartners.org/ivats/

• Additional information can be found on the CDC website: 
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/qa/vaxsupply.htm

https://www.izsummitpartners.org/ivats/
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/qa/vaxsupply.htm
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Vaccines for Children 
(VFC) Program
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NYS Vaccines for Children (VFC) Program

• Pharmacies that expect to vaccinate VFC-eligible children 
may enroll in the NYS or NYC VFC Programs to receive VFC 
influenza vaccine for these children

• VFC-Eligible Children:
o Uninsured,
o Underinsured,
o Native American or Alaska Native,
o Medicaid-enrolled or Medicaid-eligible, or
o Enrolled in Child Health Plus
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NYS and NYC VFC Enrollment
• For pharmacies operating in NYS outside of NYC: 

Submit the following completed documentation to nyvfc@health.ny.gov
or fax to (518) 449-6912:
o Provider Agreement and Profile Form: 

https://www.health.ny.gov/forms/doh-3836.pdf
o Storage and Handling Plan: 

https://www.health.ny.gov/prevention/immunization/vaccines_for_children/do
cs/storage_and_handling_plan.pdf

o All required trainings for newly enrolling sites at 
https://www.health.ny.gov/prevention/immunization/vaccines_for_children/va
ccine_personal.htm#training

• For pharmacies operating in NYC:
o Visit https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/providers/nyc-med-cir/vaccines-for-

children-program.page or call 347-396-2400

mailto:nyvfc@health.ny.gov
https://www.health.ny.gov/forms/doh-3836.pdf
https://www.health.ny.gov/prevention/immunization/vaccines_for_children/docs/storage_and_handling_plan.pdf
https://www.health.ny.gov/prevention/immunization/vaccines_for_children/vaccine_personal.htm#training
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/providers/nyc-med-cir/vaccines-for-children-program.page
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NYS VFC Provider Agreement and Profile 
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NYS VFC Provider Agreement and Profile 
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NYS VFC New Provider Trainings
https://www.health.ny.gov/prev
ention/immunization/vaccines_
for_children/vaccine_personal.
htm#training

Submit an attestation of 
training completion at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/
r/X5RQSXS

https://www.health.ny.gov/prevention/immunization/vaccines_for_children/vaccine_personal.htm#training
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/X5RQSXS
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NYS VFC Provider Agreement and Profile 
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NYS VFC Provider Agreement and Profile 
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NYS VFC Provider Agreement and Profile 
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NYS VFC Provider Agreement and Profile 
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NYS VFC Provider Agreement and Profile 
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NYS VFC Provider Agreement and Profile 
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NYS VFC Provider Agreement and Profile 
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NYS VFC Storage and Handling Plan
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NYS VFC Storage and Handling Plan
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VFC and Digital Data Loggers
Effective January 1, 2018, the CDC requires that all VFC providers 
use a calibrated, continuous temperature monitoring device (digital 
data logger) with:
• A Certificate of Traceability and Calibration Testing,
• An active temperature display,
• Continuous monitoring and recording capabilities, and where
• Data can be routinely downloaded
In each refrigerator and freezer where VFC vaccine is stored and
have a back-up digital data logger
https://www.health.ny.gov/prevention/immunization/vaccines_for_chil
dren/storage_and_handling.htm#dataloggers
dataloggers@health.ny.gov

https://www.health.ny.gov/prevention/immunization/vaccines_for_children/storage_and_handling.htm#dataloggers
mailto:dataloggers@health.ny.gov
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NYS VFC Storage and Handling Plan
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NYS VFC Storage and Handling Plan
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VFC Contact Information

NYS (outside of NYC):
• nyvfc@health.ny.gov
• 1-800-543-7468 (1-800-KID-SHOT)
• www.health.ny.gov/vfc

NYC:
• https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/providers/nyc-med-

cir/vaccines-for-children-program.page
• 347-396-2400

mailto:nyvfc@health.ny.gov
http://www.health.ny.gov/vfc
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/providers/nyc-med-cir/vaccines-for-children-program.page
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New York State 
Immunization Information 
System (NYSIIS)
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NYSIIS

The New York State Immunization Information System (NYSIIS) 
is a confidential, secure, web-based system that collects and 
maintains demographic, immunization and blood lead test 
information in one consolidated record for persons of all ages in 
New York State (outside of New York City). 
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Reporting Doses Administered to Children

As described in PHL §2168, 
• All immunizations administered to persons less than 19 

years of age must be reported to NYSIIS within 14 days 
of administration, except for vaccines administered in 
NYC, which must be reported to the Citywide 
Immunization Registry (CIR)

• There is no consent required or “opt out” option for 
any person less than 19 years of age
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Adult Immunization Reporting to NYSIIS
• All health care providers and pharmacists who administer 

immunizations to persons 19 years of age or older are 
required to obtain consent to submit immunization 
information 

• It may be acquired verbally or included in your organization’s 
existing consent form

• Adult consent must still be documented; either by
o Manually switching the consent indicator to “yes” in NYSIIS
o Insuring consent is documented in electronic medical record (EMR) 

and electronically submitted to NYSIIS
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How to Get a NYSIIS Account
• You must have a HCS account:

o If you have an account: https://commerce.health.state.ny.us/public/hcs_login.html
o If you need to create an account: 

http://www.health.ny.gov/prevention/immunization/information_system/providers/hpn_a
ccount_instructions.htm

• You must complete NYSIIS online training. Training should be completed by Rx 
manager/Pharmacist In Charge (must be licensed)
o To access training please go to: 

https://www.health.ny.gov/prevention/immunization/information_system/status.htm
o You will want to look for ‘NYSIIS Pharmacy User Training’ Click on link
o Click on the title of the training and choose ‘view’ This process can take several 

minutes as video loads 
o Training takes ~1 hour 

• There will be a registration to fill out before the training will begin. Once you have 
completed training an email will be sent to you (granting access).                      
You may call 518-473-2839 to expedite your access

https://commerce.health.state.ny.us/public/hcs_login.html
http://www.health.ny.gov/prevention/immunization/information_system/providers/hpn_account_instructions.htm
https://www.health.ny.gov/prevention/immunization/information_system/status.htm
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Number of Pharmacies Reporting to NYSIIS as of Jan 2018
GRP_NAME Number of Stores

Rite Aid 480

CVS Store 384

Walgreens Pharmacy 203

Walmart 114

Kinny Drugs 80

Tops Pharmacy 80

Target Pharmacy 64

Price Chopper 58

Wegmans Pharmacy 47

Stop and Shop Pharmacy 46

Hannaford Pharmacy 44

Medicine Shoppe 29

Shoprite Pharmacy 29

Kmart Pharmacy 6

ACME Pharmacy 5

Weis Pharmacy 4
Single Stores 193

Total 1866
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NYSIIS Information

Additional information can be found at 
http://www.health.ny.gov/prevention/immunization/information_s
ystem/

http://www.health.ny.gov/prevention/immunization/information_system/
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CIR Information

Additional information can be found at 
http://www.nyc.gov/health/cir or call (347) 396-2400

http://www.nyc.gov/health/cir
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Influenza Antiviral 
Medications
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Influenza Antiviral Medications:
Treatment and Chemoprophylaxis
• Antiviral prescription drugs can be used to treat influenza or 

to prevent influenza and are an important adjunct to vaccine 
in the control of influenza, especially among individuals at 
high risk of serious influenza-related complications. 

• Clinical trials and observational data show that early antiviral 
treatment can shorten the duration of fever and illness 
symptoms, and may reduce the risk of complications from 
influenza.   
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Influenza Antiviral Medications:
Treatment and Chemoprophylaxis
• While clinical benefit is greatest when antiviral treatment is 

administered within 48 hours of onset, data suggest they can still 
be beneficial in very ill patients even up to five days after getting 
sick. 

• Decisions about starting antiviral treatment should not wait for 
laboratory confirmation of influenza.   

• A summary of CDC’s antiviral treatment and chemoprophylaxis 
guidance for clinicians is available at 
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/professionals/antivirals/summary-
clinicians.htm. 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/professionals/antivirals/summary-clinicians.htm
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Influenza Antiviral Medications: Supply Update
• CDC is in regular contact with influenza antiviral manufacturers regarding supply 

and other issues. As of January 31, some manufacturers are reporting delays in 
filling orders.  

• CDC is aware of spot shortages of antiviral drugs, specifically generic versions of 
oseltamivir capsules and suspension in some places experiencing high influenza 
activity. CDC is working with manufacturers to address existing gaps in the 
market.

• Pharmacies and others attempting to make bulk purchases of influenza antiviral 
drugs may need to call more than one distributor or manufacturer to locate 
medications available for purchase in the short term.

• CDC maintains a regularly updated webpage with information about influenza 
antiviral supplies and contact information for several manufacturers for inquiries 
related to product availability at 
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/professionals/antivirals/supply.htm.  

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/professionals/antivirals/supply.htm
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Influenza Antiviral Medications: Supply Update
When a prescription is written for commercially-manufactured liquid 
oseltamivir suspension and it is unavailable, the State Education 
Department’s Board of Pharmacy has advised that pharmacists in NYS are 
permitted to compound using oseltamivir 75mg capsules. 
• The ability to compound is based on immediate need and the 

unavailability of commercially-manufactured oral suspension.  
• Pharmacists should annotate on the prescription that an emergency 

exists and the commercially-manufactured oral suspension is not 
available.  

• A separate order from the prescriber is not required.  
• Directions for compounding are included in the FDA-approved 

manufacturer package inserts. 
1 If the prescription is written for commercially-manufactured liquid Tamiflu and "Dispense As 
Written" is indicated, then Tamiflu (brand name) 75mg capsules must be used to compound. 
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QUESTIONS?
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