
 

  
 

 
        

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

TO: 	 CACFP Sponsors Affected by Hurricane Sandy 

FROM: 	 Lois Hazelton, Director, Centers Administration Unit 
Child and Adult Care Food Program 

DATE:	 November 9, 2012 

SUBJECT: 	Disaster Nutrition Assistance 

We hope you, your staff, the children and adults in care and their families are safe and 
healthy following the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy.  We understand this is a difficult time for 
many of you.  	This memo will explain the flexibility that USDA allows regarding meal service 
requirements and administrative procedures for sponsors operating in disaster situations.  

	 Late Claims - If you are unable to submit your claim within the 60-90 day deadlines due 
to storm related damage and/or extenuating circumstances, CACFP will request approval 
from USDA to pay these late claims.  USDA has indicated that they will honor these 
requests and that these claims will not be subject to the one-time exception for late 
submissions.  

	 Advance Payments - Sponsors may also request advance payments from CACFP to help 
with food purchases. The amount of the advance is adjusted monthly, based on the 
current month’s reimbursement.  Advance payments are required to be paid back by the 
end of the fiscal year. In August and September, the advance will be deducted from that 
month’s reimbursement.  Sponsors who are CIPS certified can request an advance 
payment via CIPS.  All other sponsors can contact CACFP at 1-800-942-3858 to request 
an advance payment for November. 

	 Income Eligibility Forms – Children (and adults in care) whose families are displaced 
from their homes are considered homeless and are automatically eligible to be claimed in 
the “Free” category. Families should complete an income eligibility form and write 
“homeless” in the income section.  

	 Missing Meal Components - Centers and day care home providers may request a waiver 
from CACFP to claim meals that do not include all of the required components due to the 
inability to obtain a particular meal component (for example, if they cannot get milk 
deliveries).  Please e-mail CACFP at cacfp@health.state.ny.us or call 1-800-942-3858 
and describe the problem, your proposed resolution and the duration of the waiver 
request. 

	 Food Loss - Check with your insurance company to determine if they cover food loss. 
Each company has a different policy.  During this emergency CACFP will allow centers 
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and day care homes to claim meals that are donated or meals that include mostly donated 
food. The following food banks can provide food in the areas listed: 

Long Island Cares, The Harry Chapin Food Bank (Nassau and Suffolk Counties) 
(631) 435-0478 OR (631) 435-0460 

http://www.licares.org/, (click on "Where to Get Help" on right hand side of web page)  


Food Bank for Westchester (Westchester County) 
(914) 923-1100 

 http://foodbankforwestchester.org/programs_services/food_patch_directory.Shtml 

Food Bank for New York City 
311 OR text 311-692 

 http://www.foodbanknyc.org/news/food-program-locator 

Other Disaster Recovery Resources 

211 Long Island – Operated by United Way 
To talk to a person toll free 24 hours per day:  1-888-774-7633 

http://www.211LongIsland.org  Click on Hurricane Sandy Tab 


General Public Helpline for NYS Residents 1-855-NYS-SANDY (1-855-697-7263) 

FEMA - The Federal Emergency Management Agency may be able to help centers and 
day care homes whose property has been damaged or destroyed as a result of this 
disaster, and whose losses are not covered by insurance.  It is meant to help with critical 
expenses that cannot be covered in other ways.  

To apply to FEMA on-line go to www.fema.gov/apply-assistance  

or apply via smartphone (m.fema.gov) or by phone 1-800-462-7585.
 

Please feel free to contact us at 1-800-942-3858 with your questions or concerns.  CACFP staff 
are ready and waiting to assist you. 
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