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Governor Acting Commissioner Executive Deputy Commissioner
MAR 1 8 20

Mr. Michael Melendez

Associate Regional Administrator

Department of Health & Human Services

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

New York Regional Office

Division of Medicaid and Children's Health Operations
26 Federal Plaza - Room 37-100 North

New York, New York 10278

RE: SPA #15-0006
Dear Mr. Melendez:

The State requests approval of the enclosed amendment #15-0006 to the Title XIX
(Medicaid) State Plan effective January 1, 2015 (Appendix ).

A summary of the plan amendment is provided in Appendix Il. Copies of pertinent
sections of proposed State statute are enclosed for your information (Appendix I11).

In keeping with our continued agreement, this amendment is being sent to you prior to
the end of the first quarter.

If you or your staff have any questions or need any assistance, please contact Karla
Knuth of my staff at (518) 473-4665.

N §incere|y,

N,

Jason A. Hé’lgerson
Medicaid Director
Office\of Health Insurance Programs

o
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HEALTH CARE FINANCING ADMINISTRATION

FORM APPROVED
OMB NO. 0938-0193

TRANSMITTAL AND NOTICE OF APPROVAL OF
STATE PLAN MATERIAL

FOR: HEALTH CARE FINANCING ADMINISTRATION

I. TRANSMITTAL NUMBER:
15-0006

2. STATE

New York

3. PROGRAM IDENTIFICATION: TITLE XIX OF THE
SOCIAL SECURITY ACT (MEDICAID)

TO: REGIONAL ADMINISTRATOR
HEALTH CARE FINANCING ADMINISTRATION
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

4. PROPOSED EFFECTIVE DATE
January 1, 2015

5. TYPE OF PLAN MATERIAL (Check One):

[JNEW STATE PLAN

[J AMENDMENT TO BE CONSIDERED AS NEW PLAN

AMENDMENT

COMPLETE BLOCKS 6 THRU 10 IF THIS IS AN AMEN DMENT (Separate Transmittal for each amendment)

6. FEDERAL STATUTE/REGULATION CITATION:
§1902(a)(10)(C)(i)(111) of the Social Security Act
_§1905(w) of the Social Security Act

7. FEDERAL BUDGET IMPACT: (in thousands)
a. FFY 01/01/15-09/30/15 $ 0
b. FFY 10/01/15-09/30/16 $ 0

8. PAGE NUMBER OF THE PLAN SECTION OR ATTACHMENT:

Supp 1 to Att 2.6-A: Pages 8, 9

9. PAGE NUMBER OF THE SUPERSEDED PLAN
SECTION OR ATTACHMENT (if Applicable):

Supp 1 to Att 2.6-A: Pages 8, 9

10. SUBJECT OF AMENDMENT:
2015 Revisions to Medically Needy Income Levels
(FMAP =50%)

11. GOVERNOR’S REVIEW (Check One):
GOVERNOR'S OFFICE REPORTED NO COMMENT
[] COMMENTS OF GOVERNOR’S OFFICE ENCLOSED
[J NO REPLY RECEIVED WITHIN 45 DAYS OF SUBMITTAL

[CJ OTHER, AS SPECIFIED:
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15. DATE SUBMITTED: i
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New York State Department of Health

Bureau of Federal Relations & Provider Assessments
99 Washington Ave — One Commerce Plaza

Suite 1460

Albany, NY 12210

FOR REGIONAL OFFICE USE ONLY

17. DATE RECEIVED:

18. DATE APPROVED:

PLAN APPROVED — ONE COPY ATTACHED

19. EFFECTIVE DATE OF APPROVED MATERIAL:

20. SIGNATURE OF REGIONAL OFFICIAL:
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22, TITLE:
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2015 Title XIX State Plan
First Quarter Amendment
Amended SPA Pages



Attachment 2.6-A
Supplement 1

New York
8

STATE PLAN UNDER TITLE XIX OF THE SOCIAL SECURITY ACT
State: New York

Income Levels (Continued)

D. Medically Needy
X__ Applicable to all groups.

— Applicable to all groups except
those specified below. Excepted
group income levels are also listed
on the attached page 3.

L) 2) (3) (4) O
Family Net income level Amount by which Net income Amount by
Size protected for column (2) exceeds for persons which column
maintenance for limits specified in living in rural (4) exceeds
months. 42 CFR 435.1007 areas for limits specified
months. 42 CFR 435.1007
Urban Only
Urban & Rural
1 $[9,700] 9,900 $ $ $
2 $[14,300]_14,500 $ $ $
3 $(16,445] 16,675 $ $ $
4 $[18,590] 18,850 $ $ $
TN#: _#15-0006 Approval Date:

Supersedes TN#: #14-0006 Effective Date:




Attachment 2.6-A
Supplement 1

New York
9

STATE PLAN UNDER TITLE XIX OF THE SOCIAL SECURITY ACT
State: New York

Income Levels (Continued)

D. Medically Needy

() (2) 3) (4) G) ]

Family Net income level Amount by which Net income Amount by
Size protected for column (2) exceeds for persons which column
maintenance for limits specified in living in rural (4) exceeds
months. 42 CFR 435.1007 areas for limits specified in

months. 42 CFR 435.1007

Urban Only
___Urban & Rural

$[20,735] 21,025
$[22,880] 23,200
$[25,025] 25,375
$[27,170] 27,550
$[29,315] 29,725
0 $[31,460] 31,900

= O~y
A A A S
A A A
A A A A S

For each additional
Person add $[2,145] 2,175 $ $ $

TN#: #15-0006 Approval Date:

Supersedes TN#: #14-0006 Effective Date:




Appendix II
2015 Title XIX State Plan
First Quarter Amendment
Summary



SUMMARY
SPA #15-0006

This State Plan Amendment revises the Medically Needy income levels, effective January
1, 2015. For Medically Needy households of 1 and 2, levels are calculated using the SSI
standards. To arrive at uniform levels for households of 3 and higher, 15% per
additional household member is added to the standard for a household of 2. Thus, the
standard for a household of 3 would be 115% of the standard for a household of 2; the
standard for a household of 4 would be 130% of the standard for a household of 2, etc.,



Appendix III
2015 Title XIX State Plan
First Quarter Amendment
Authorizing Provisions



SPA #15-0006

New York State Social Services Law — Section 366

§ 366. Eligibility
I. [4th/ed. L 2013] ( a) Definitions. For purposes of this section:

(I) “benchmark coverage™ refers to medical assistance coverage defined in subdivision one of
section three hundred sixty-five-a of this title:

!

(c) Non-MAGI eligibility groups. Individuals listed in this paragraph are eligible for standard
coverage. Where a financial eligibility determination must be made by the medical assistance
program for individuals in these groups, such financial eligibility will be determined in
accordance with subdivision two of this section.
(1) An individual receiving or eligible to receive federal supplemental security income
payments and/or additional state payments pursuant to title six of this article: any inconsistent
provision of this chapter or other law notwithstanding, the department may designate the
office of temporary and disability assistance as its agent to discharge its responsibility, or so
much of its responsibility as is permitted by federal law, for determining eligibility for
medical assistance with respect to persons who are not eligible to receive federal supplemental
security income payments but who are receiving a state administered supplementary payment
or mandatory minimum supplement in accordance with the provisions of subdivision one of
section two hundred twelve of this article.
(2) An individual who, although not receiving public assistance or care for his or her
maintenance under other provisions of this chapter. has income and resources. including
available support from responsible relatives, that does not exceed the amounts set forth in
paragraph (a) of subdivision two of this section, and is (i) sixty-five years of age or older, or
certified blind or certified disabled or (ii) for reasons other than income or resources, is
eligible for federal supplemental security income benefits and/or additional state payments.
(3) An individual who, although not receiving public assistance or care for his or her
maintenance under other provisions of this chapter, has income, including available support
from responsible relatives, that does not exceed the amounts set forth in paragraph (a) of
subdivision two of this section, and is (i) under the age of twenty-one years, or (ii) a spouse of
a cash public assistance recipient living with him or her and essential or necessary to his or
her welfare and whose needs are taken into account in determining the amount of his or her
cash payment, or (iii) for reasons other than income, would meet the eligibility requirements
of the aid to dependent children program as it existed on the sixteenth day of July, nineteen
hundred ninety-six.

y

2. (a) The following income and resources shall be exempt and shall not be taken into
consideration in determining a person’s eligibility for medical care. services and supplies under
this title:
(1) (i) for applications for medical assistance filed on or before December thirty-first, two
thousand five, a homestead which is essential and appropriate to the needs of the household:



(1) for applications for medical assistance filed on or after January first, two thousand six. a
homestead which is essential and appropriate to the needs of the household: provided,
however, that in determining eligibility of an individual for medical assistance for nursing
facility services and other long term care services, the individual shall not be eligible for such
assistance if the individual’s equity interest in the homestead exceeds seven hundred fifty
thousand dollars; provided further, that the dollar amount specified in this clause shall be
increased, beginning with the year two thousand eleven, from year to year, in an amount to be
determined by the secretary of the federal department of health and human services, based on
the percentage increase in the consumer price index for all urban consumers, rounded to the
nearest one thousand dollars. If such secretary does not determine such an amount, the
department of health shall increase such dollar amount based on such increase in the
consumer price index. Nothing in this clause shall be construed as preventing an individual
from using a reverse mortgage or home equity loan to reduce the individual’s total equity
interest in the homestead. The home equity limitation established by this clause shall be
waived in the case of a demonstrated hardship, as determined pursuant to criteria established
by [fig 1] such secretary. The home equity limitations shall not apply if one or more of the
following persons is lawfully residing in the individual’s homestead [fig 2]: (A) the spouse of
the individual; or (B) the individual’s child who is under the age of twenty-one, or is blind or
permanently [fig 3] and totally disabled, as defined in section 1614 of the federal social
security act.

(2) essential personal property;

(3) a burial fund, to the extent allowed as an exempt resource under the cash assistance
program to which the applicant is most closely related:;

(4) savings in amounts equal to [fig 1] one hundred fifiy percent of the income amount
permitted under subparagraph seven of this paragraph, provided, however, that the amounts
for one and two person households shall not be less than the amounts permitted to be retained
by households of the same size in order to qualify for benefits under the federal supplemental
security income program;

(5) (i) such income as is disregarded or exempt under the cash assistance program to which
the applicant is most closely related for purposes of this subparagraph, cash assistance
program means either the aid to dependent children program as it existed on the sixteenth day
of July, nineteen hundred ninety-six, or the supplemental security income program: and

(i1) /Added, L 2007] such income of a disabled person (as such term is defined in section
1614(a)(3) of the federal social security act (42 U.S.C. section 1382¢(a)(3)) or in accordance
with any other rules or regulations established by the social security administration), that is
deposited in trusts as defined in clause (iii) of subparagraph two of paragraph (b) of this
subdivision in the same calendar month within which said income is received:

(6) health insurance premiums;

(7) income [fig 1] based on the number of family members in the medical assistance
household, as defined in regulations by the commissioner consistent with federal regulations
under title XIX of the federal social security act [fig 2] and calculated as follows:

(1) The amounts for one and two person households and families shall be equal to twelve
times the standards of monthly need for determining eligibility for and the amount of
additional state payments for aged, blind and disabled persons pursuant to section two
hundred nine of this [fig 1] article rounded up to the next highest one hundred dollars for
eligible individuals and couples living alone, respectively [fig 2].



(i) [Added, L 2008] The amounts for households of three or more shall be calculated by
increasing the income standard for a household of two, established pursuant to clause (i) of
this subparagraph, by fifteen percent for each additional household member above two, such
that the income standard for a three-person household shall be one hundred fifteen percent of
the income standard for a two-person household. the income standard for a four-person
household shall be one hundred thirty percent of the income standard for a two-person
household, and so on.

(111) No other income or resources, including federal old-age, survivors and disability
insurance, state disability insurance or other payroll deductions, whether mandatory or
optional, shall be exempt and all other income and resources shall be taken into consideration
and required to be applied toward the payment or partial payment of the cost of medical care
and services available under this title, to the extent permitted by federal law.



