
SALMON COLORED GRATIS COPY 
If a gratis copy is requested, the local registrar is advised to require the applicant to provide an official 
letter from the appropriate agency documenting the stated need. This documentation may be helpful for 
auditing purposes. If the applicant is not directly entitled to receive the record, send the record directly to 
the agency requesting the copy.  

Local registrars may as a matter of policy, provide gratis copies to local, state, and federal agencies when 
requested for official purposes (If the Department of Social Services is requesting a copy of a Birth 
Certificate and does not submit custody papers, then the copy or transcript must be stamped “For 
Government Use Only”). 
Note: The fee is not waived for persons applying for Social Security retirement benefits. It is waived 
only for those applying for Supplemental Security Income (SSI) Disability. 

Public Health Law § 4173(3) requires the fee to be waived under certain circumstances. A free copy 
must be issued if requested for the following:  
1. School Entrance - For kindergarten/pre-k registration and not for subsequent school transfers or
admissions;
2. Public Relief - Involves applications for or determination of eligibility for welfare, food stamps,
Supplemental Security Income (SSI), county job training, etc.;
3. Employment Certificate - Involves the application for working papers by a minor; and
4. Veterans Benefits – Involves the determination of eligibility for veteran's benefits by the veteran or
persons related to the veteran.



 

 




